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Hi beautiful Eureka community, 
It is such a pleasure to introduce our family to you! 
We are a family of 3 (plus some animals) living in Eureka for 3 and a half years now. 
Wojtek, my husband, Paul, our 8 y.o boy and me, Elena, plus our 2 cows, 5 chickens and an uncounted number of bees. 
Wojtek was becoming a professional football player in Germany when an accident during a soccer match resulted in the 
amputation of his leg. As a para-athlete, he started track and field with enourmous success, competing in 3 Paralympic 
Games (Athens 2004 – Beijing 2008 – London 2012), winning 4 Golds, 2 Silvers and a Bronze for Germany. 
(www.wojtek2024.com) 
I was a professional High Jumper for Italy for 17 years and met Wojtek in Germany, where I moved for my sport. I became 
national champion and participated in two European Championships. Since we met, Wojtek and I became an inseparable 
couple, and he eventually became my coach and my husband. 
At the end of our sport careers, we decided to help amputees in need all over the world, who were less fortunate than 
Wojtek and did not have access to health support. We came up with a crazy idea, which became reality after 3 years of 
preparation: Sailing4Handicaps, a non-profit organisation (www.sailing4handicaps.de). We bought a Catamaran, Imagine, 
rebuilt the galley to transform it into a workshop where we could build up prosthetic legs, sailed from Germany down to 
NZ for 5 years and stopped in 3rd world countries where we built and donated prosthetic legs for free to a total of 90 
people. Our trip was one to remember forever, and on the way our son Paul was born. We became scuba diving 
instructors and Wojtek also a free diving instructor. In 2019 Wojtek, who is an athlete at heart, decided that there was 
not enough done for para atheletes around diving. Working together with several world leading diving associations, he 
set 5 world records in free diving in Tahiti. 
At the end of 2019, just before COVID, we arrived in New Zealand and decided to make this beautiful country our home.  
Wojtek saw that Para Badminton, a sport that he played a bit in Germany, was at the Paralympics. He had a go with 
Badminton New Zealand and was directly the best athlete in the country - so good that New Zealand granted him 
citizenship to have him starting in Paris 2024, which he eventually did as the only able or disable athlete for Badminton 
from New Zealand, ending the campaign at 7th place making us all very proud. Wojtek ‘s Badminton career brought us to 
Eureka, a halfway point between Hamilton, where he trained, and Cambridge, were Paul goes to school, and I teach art. 
 
Yes, I forgot to mention, I am a professional artist and illustrator, owner of The Sewing Sailor 
(www.thesewingsailor.com), a fine art and luxury stationery brand. I work for known 
overseas brands, am gallery represented in NZ and exhibiting abroad. I have an 
established art teaching programme running in Cambridge and Waikato, and I am also 
teaching from my home studio.  
Paul is an amazing boy in love with nature, football and animals. He is very social and 
always trying something new out.  
The house in Eureka was just perfect for us to have animals, and so we launched in the 
adventure of owning cows, chickens and our own bees. We love the adventure and learning about it every single day. I 
love gardening and you can often see me around the fruit trees or in the veggie beds working or picking up flowers to 
paint and decorate the house.  
We own a Manuka Honey company called Manuka Royale (www.manukaroyale.com) which is a sustainable and ethical 
100% NZ made brand, mainly focused on export, but we also sell in several New Zealand shops around the country. 
Both Wojtek, Paul and I are very community centred. I do a lot of volunteer work between Cambridge and Hamilton and 
Wojtek is Para Fed Waikato vice president, Child Cancer Foundation NZ and UN ambassador. 
We love our small community and could not do it without our amazing neighbours, who are always ready to help us 
when we need to travel or have a question about our cows.  
Thank you, Eureka, for being such a small piece of heaven for us and to allow us to grow up our child with joy and 
happiness in a safe and lovely environment! 

 

 



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE FOR EUREKA 
JP. Kevin Deane Please call or text to arrange an appointment.   
Kevin Deane JP   m 021 970902 , Kevin is located in Eureka. 

DONATIONS ACCEPTED          

We are all aware that the cost of everything is going up all the time. The printing of the Express is also costing 
more. If you would like to make a small donation, we would be very grateful. We will send you a receipt (which is 
not tax deductible as we are not registered as a Charitable Trust), for your donation so please put your name as 
a reference.  Our bank account number is 03-1559-0042660-00. The name of the account is Eureka Express.   
We would also like to thank everyone who puts their loose change in the box at the Gull Station, all donations 
are gratefully received and help towards the rising costs. A huge thank you for the donations we have received.  
                       *************************************************************** 

 

WELCOME 
A very warm welcome to Russell and Emma Jane and their sons Ashton and Owen and daughter Marissa, who have 
moved into a property on State Highway 26 from Maraetai. 
 
Another warm welcome to Phil McPherson and Angela Bunting and their children who will be moving into Oak 
View Place. 

FAREWELL 
Dear EE,  
After 23 years living in the lovely Oak View Place cul-du- sac, the Wright family are moving out of the area. Our three 
kids Camden, Madison and Jaxon were 1, 3 and 5 yes old when we moved into the home we built. They attended 
Newstead school which was brilliant in that it was small with great teachers. We loved the country school aspects of 
agricultural day and the supportive community. We did add some Chilean spice to the neighbourhood when we 
rented it to Juan Manual, Marisol and their 4 kids when we lived in the USA for a couple years.  
Hillcrest High was excellent for our kids where they got involved in many sports and activities including leadership 
roles. However now they have completed degrees and have careers in Wellington and soon Auckland. Blair has been 
working at the Port of Tauranga for the last 3 years, so it is time that I join him. I can continue to work as a Licensed 
Immigration Adviser for Greenstone Immigration from the Bay.  
We truly loved the community, and we are sad to leave so many wonderful friends.  
Thanks Eureka, Newstead, Tauwhare and Matangi friends for everlasting memories.  
Happy holidays, 
Carol and Blair Wright 
We wish you well on your new endeavours Carol and Blair. 
******************************************************************************************** 

Do You Need a House Sitter this Summer? 

 

Dates: 12-18 January, 2025 (1 week) 

Who: 2-3 responsible, mature women associated with Eurythmy Aotearoa training. 

Where: Hamilton – Eureka/Puketaha/Gordonton 

What We Offer: 

• Watering your plants 
• Feeding your cat (sorry, no dogs)  
• Keeping your home tidy and secure 
• Collecting mail 
Why: We are looking for accommodation during a training workshop in Rototuna and 

while you are away are happy to take care of your home in exchange. 

If interested, please contact Alison O27—24I --3423. 



 

HALL UPDATE 

A meeting was held at the hall on 6th November, and I am pleased to inform you all that the Hall Committee 
now has 7 new members. Lots of discussion took place and the new committee members have some amazing 
ideas to move the hall forward into the modern age. When we all get going next year, first meeting in February I 
know I will be reporting to you all that the Hall has a new life. I am already getting bookings for next year, so let’s 
hope the hall will be used to its full potential and many people enjoy using it.  
This issue of the Express is the last for the year, so I would like to wish you all a very Merry and Safe Christmas 
and New Year on behalf of the hall committee. I would also like to thank the supporters of the hall, they are not 
on the committee, but they do add to the huge job of maintaining the hall. First off, our Cleaner Cherry. Cherry 
and her husband do a wonderful job of cleaning the hall, and nothing is problem for her, she works different 
hours to clean the hall to ensure it is presentable and clean for the next booking. Sometimes twice in a 
weekend. Colin Duncan at the Garage, the key is available from Colin, should you need it and if you have 
arranged to collect it from there. Plus, Rose and Colin do answer questions re the hall and refer the people on 
to me. Thank you also to Jan Van der Meulen for mowing the lawns. Also, a huge thank you to the committee, 
we have been small in numbers but this year we have accomplished a lot. There are always projects to 
complete and in time they will get done. Stay safe, and enjoy all family time you spend together. 

Contact Gayle Orr for any bookings or any other enquiries.   0272917150 

Usage Residents Non - Residents 
Hall per day           $ 50 $100 
Social function  $150 - $300 $250 - $500 
Children’s party            $50               $100 
Bond $400 Secretary’s 

Discretion 
$500 Secretary’s 
discretion 

 

SH1B Telephone Road to reopen next year 

 
Transport Minister Simeon Brown has confirmed that State Highway 1B (SH1B) Telephone Road in Waikato will 

reopen in 2025, following agreement by KiwiRail and the NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) on a package of 

improvements to enable the road and rail crossing to function safely and effectively together. 

“Economic growth, productivity, and safety are a priority for the Government, and I’m pleased a pragmatic and cost-

effective solution has now been found to enable SH1B Telephone Road to reopen to vehicles and freight,” Mr Brown 

says. “SH1B Telephone Road has been closed since April 2022 after repeated instances of low vehicles damaging the 

railway tracks at the level crossing. 

“The proposed improvements will see the road level raised, new escape lanes built and improved signage and road 

marking. The road surface will be raised by up to 410mm over a distance of 90 metres on Telephone Road north of the 

rail crossing and on Telephone Road/Holland Road/Marshmeadow Road south of the rail crossing. 

“Escape lanes built on the north side of Holland Road, either side of Telephone Road, will ensure longer vehicles 

heading south do not stack across the rail line as they wait to turn into Holland Road. For vehicles travelling east on 

Holland Road and wanting to turn left into Telephone Road, the escape lane provides a safe place to wait if access to 

Telephone Road is blocked by a train. 

“NZTA expects to have a confirmed contractor for the works on board before the end January 2025, with construction 

expected to be completed before mid-2025. 

“I want to thank locals who travel through this area for their patience and perseverance while this crossing has been 

closed. I am pleased that NZTA and KiwiRail have found a sensible solution as part of our plan to get people to where 

they want to go quickly and safely. I look forward to work being completed and the road open in the first half of 

2025.” 



                             

FROM THE EXPRESS COMMITTEE 

On behalf of the Express Committee, I would like to thank everyone who is involved in every issue we produce 
during the year. A huge supporter of the Express is Waikato Sheds. Each month they print our colour cover 
page, and I must admit our covers now look amazing. Cathy does an amazing job each month getting the 
printing done for both the front and back pages. Our delivery people, not an easy job at times, especially in the 
rain, but each issue is delivered to your letter box monthly. The printing team, not a big team, but it really is 
enjoyable having a good old chat and sometimes a coffee during the 3 or so hours it takes to print and prepare 
each monthly issue. Our advertisers, without you there wouldn’t be an Express, we do need your adverts to 
keep us going, and of course the dedicated committee. Thank you, ladies, you do an amazing job all year, 
getting articles, ensuring there is someone to write the editorial, keeping the finances in order, visiting people 
to get them to write an article or introduce their business. So many of you to thank personally, but you know 
who you are, and I look forward to working with you all next year.  

Have a wonderful and safe Christmas and New Year everyone. It is a very busy time but remember to take 
some time out for yourself. 

  EUREKA EXPRESS - ADVERTISING RATES 2023 

Classified adverts Free 

Small business advert x 10 insertions $10 per month     $100 per year 

Third of a page x 10 insertions            $15 per month      $150 per year 

Half of a page x 10 insertions             $20 per month       $200 per year 

                             

For all articles, advertisements, photos, ideas and suggestions, please use   
the express email address. The Express is printed Feb - Nov each year   

All articles should be sent to the Editor by the 20th of each month.   
editor@eurekaexpress.co.nz 

 
 

          A Christmas Well enjoyed 
 

The candy canes are strung, 
            The baubles are on the tree, 

        The stockings are dangling ready to fill, 

                 With all things sweet and yummy. 

   The cookies are on the table 

        The milk is freshly poured, 

          We have to write a thank you note, 

   For all Santa can afford, 

When all the food’s been eaten, 

          And the wrapping’s been destroyed 

        We’ll still have all the memories, 

        Of a Christmas well enjoyed.    
       

 

mailto:editor@eurekaexpress.co.nz


THE EUREKA EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN UPDATE 

The Eureka Community Response Plan is still in progress but getting closer to completion. We are still on the 
search for people with specific skills to be able to contact should the need arise. 
 These include: 
Doctor   Gillian Brown 
Nurses   Nicola Orr 
Builder 
Drainlayer 
Plumber  Josh Turner 
Electrician  James Palmer 
Arborist 
Companies able to provide big machinery  Dig It and Walling Contracting. 
We also need people with generators who could help. The generators could be set up at the hall to enable 
people to keep warm, have a hot drink and some food. Also, toilet facilities, and just somewhere that is warm 
and safe. It was also suggested that each road has a civil defence contact person. That person would have the 
names and contact details of the people in their road, so they can check up on everyone to see if they are safe, 
have suffered any damage, need anything e.g. water, power, access, OR a Biggy, do they need children picked 
up from school?  We all have concerns about our privacy however the contact people are likely to be known by 
you and the numbers will be kept only by one person, and your privacy would be respected. We are only 
concerned about your safety. 
We are looking for a Civil Defence Contact for the following roads 
Main Road from Platt Road to Hinton Road   
Main Road from Hinton to Hunter Road  Gayle Orr 
Hooper Road      Sharon Laurent 
Hinton Road 
Eureka Road      Michael Brown 
Appleton Lane                     Kathryn Schicker 
Schollum and Friedlander Roads 
Masters Road  

As you can see this is a big job and for the safety of us all as a community we need to be prepared. We 
have had a couple of cyclones, flooding, power outages and roads blocked off. So YES it could happen 
to us at any time. Please contact us if you are prepared to help.  We all believe that nothing bad will 
happen, and yes hope and pray it doesn’t, however, being prepared costs nothing but a bit of time, a 
little effort and most of all knowledge of where to go and who to call in an emergency. 

REQUEST FROM THE EXPRESS COMMITTEE 
The lady who has been delivering the express for many years up Hunter Road is now retiring from the job and 
moving away, we are now looking for someone to take her place. You will be delivering up Hunter Road and a 
few houses on Tauwhere Road, down to state highway 26. Please contact us editor@eurekaexpress.co.nz if you 
would like to help. It is not a big job and is only 10 months of the year for about 1 hour.  

GOOD NEWS FOR EUREKA 
Hi, I’m Pallas from Ruckus Media. We specialise in factual documentaries www.ruckus.media  
I’m researching on a new prime time series for TVNZ called The Details in the Data. The series investigates the 
country’s collective attitude to life issues such as love, money, health and community and uses robust data to 
tell interesting stories about how New Zealander’s live today. In early 2025 we will be filming a series of stories 
in Eureka and would like to find a young influential entrepreneur who works in a modern environment, such as 
tech, online or a start-up. An example is anyone who is making a living from Twitch streaming? and has chosen 
to work from the district of Eureka. 

Please email pallas@ruckus.media if you would be happy to share your story. I would love to have a chat. 

 

http://www.ruckus.media/
mailto:pallas@ruckus.media


IMPORTANT NOTICE OF A SPECIAL EVENT 

As you are now aware Eureka is going to be included in a TV programme as stated 
above. The committees have decided to hold a square dance on Saturday 25th January, 
at 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm, with supper (entry with a plate) and BYO alcohol. 

The square dance caller is Russell Pratt, of Hamilton.  

Dress code is come dressed up in check shirts, jeans or skirt, ( cowboy boots and hats 
optional )  

Hay bales for decoration and they also make good seats so if anyone can help with 
these we would appreciate it. Also, if you are able to help with set up and ideas please 
contact Susan Rudolf silknvintageetc@icloud.com. 

This is going to be a fun night so come along and join us. It’s a family night so bring your 
older children. They may enjoy a swing around the floor.  

There is no worry if you don’t want to be filmed, you can request that from the producer 
on the night, just mingle in the crowd. 

 

We’re excited to share that Ruckus Media from Auckland, along with a TVNZ presenter, 
will be attending the event to film a segment for an upcoming documentary series. The 
documentary series explores how New Zealanders live today. 

They’ll be capturing and celebrating the connectedness of our community, with the 
broadcast set for 2025. 

If you would like to join us and have any questions or concerns about being on camera, 
please contact Lisa Fothergill at lisa@ruckus.media  

 

 

 

       

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

mailto:silknvintageetc@icloud.com
mailto:lisa@ruckus.media
https://efsancristobalcartagena.blogspot.com/2017/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Term 4 – 2024 

Ruma Pīwakawaka 
Ruben the Road Safety Bear visited us recently providing much excitement and entertainment. He 
reminded us of the importance of being careful when walking on the footpath as we have tricky 
driveways to contend with. Another clear message was to cross the road linking arms and looking 
left and right all the way. 

    
Ruma Tūī 
In Room Tui this past week we had a visit from Kirsten at the Heart Foundation. We were treated 
to a special lesson all about how our bodies work and the students learnt all about bones, veins, 
muscles and how they help us move. We looked at how the things we eat and drink can affect us 
in different ways. We also got to see the different amounts of sugar that are in certain drinks like 
milk, juice and coke, and we talked about foods that are good to eat every day and foods that we 
should only have sometimes.  
 
This linked in with our inquiry into celebrations and the food we 
eat during different occasions. We began to learn about different 
countries like Bulgaria, Finland and Mexico and the foods they eat 
for Christmas. Students have been working in groups to create 
their own presentation about a country of their choice and the 
way they celebrate Christmas.  
 
For reading this week we read a story about a Samoan 
celebration called White Sunday and on Friday we each practiced 
making our own Siapo or Tapa cloth pattern artwork.  
 

New Enrolments 
If your child is turning five in the next six (6) months, please ensure you pre-enrol them as soon as 
possible. If you know of any families looking to enrol their child/ren, please provide them with our 
contact details. You can email office@motumaoho.school.nz. We also have our enrolment details 
on our school website with the option to enrol online. 
 
                 facebook.com/motumaoho.school   Website: www.motumaoho.school.nz                                                               

mailto:office@motumaoho.school.nz
mailto:office@motumaoho.school.nz
mailto:office@motumaoho.school.nz
mailto:office@motumaoho.school.nz


 
Pukeko Preschool Newsletter 

November 2024 
 

This month at Pūkeko Country Preschool, we are exploring "playing, imagining, inventing 
and experimenting", centre wide.  This learning focus encompasses every child.  At 'Pūkeko's' (as 
we have been named by the Tamariki) , we believe that play is the work of the child, and each day 
we set up intentionally planned experiences to extend all of our ākonga (learners) in their learning 
journeys. 
 
From exploring used coffee grinds, to making villages in the sandpit, to deconstructing old laptops 
and building with loose parts, and everything in between - our Tamariki are being inspired and 
empowered to learn through hands-on, real-life experiences with and alongside others - to 
problem solve, wonder, investigate, experiment, try new things, and learn at their own pace.   
 
If this is the kind of childhood experience you are looking for, for your child, please contact us at 
admin@pukekopreschool.org.nz - we have limited spaces available in the new year - get in quick! 
 

 

 
 
 
Ngā mihi,  
Shell Proebstel 
Curriculum Provider and  
Educational Lead 

Pūkeko Country Preschool 
07 824 0860 

 

 

mailto:admin@pukekopreschool.org.nz










 

 

 





   



 

Snowflake, star, reindeer 

nose & spots, bauble 
WORD SEARCH 

Find the way from the  
boƩom of the tree to the Star 
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